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Response to Remarks 

1. Applicant's Remarks and Amendment filed on December 18, 2008 
have been fully considered. 

Applicant amends the rejected Claims 19, 27, 40 and 42 with 
allowable subject matters in dependent Claims 20 and 28. 
However, a newly found prior art of Kaaden et al (U.S. Patent 
6,621, 618) is cited as a prior art that reads on newly amended 
claims which are being rejected below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described ;;. . r ?r ::>.' an 

application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of 
this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for 

3. Claims 19, 27, 40 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(e) as being anticipated by Kaaden et al . (U.S. Patent 

6, 621, 618) . 



4. Kaaden teaches an actuator for an optical pickup having all 
the elements and means as recited in claims 19, 27, 40 and 42. 
For example, Song teaches the following elements and means: 



Application/Control Number: 10/780,555 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2627 

With respect to Claim 19, magnets M (Fig. 1; column 8, line 
8) placed in such a manner that magnetic pole surfaces of the 
magnets M face each other (Fig. 1; both magnets are positioned 
opposite to each other) ; a focus coil FC (Fig. 1) for driving a 
lens member LH to move toward or away from an optical disk 

(Figs. 1 and 2; LH moves up and down; column 1, lines 64 and 
65) ; a track coil TC for driving the lens member LH in a 
diametrical (radial) direction of the lens member inward or 
outward with respect to an optical disk (Figs. 1 and 2; column 
6, lines 64 and 65) ; wherein at least one of the focus coil FC 
and the track coil TC has a wound line shape (Fig. 2; focusing 
coil FC in this situation) that includes first sides (magnet 
side) thereof facing and parallel to the magnetic pole surfaces 
of the magnets M (Fig. 2) and second sides (wire support 
connection VP side) thereof that interconnect ends of the first 
sides (Fig. 2; focusing coil FC is a looping wire), the second 
sides (Fig. 2; VP side) each bulging (curving) outwardly (Fig. 
1), in a diametrical direction of the respective the coil FC 

(Fig. 1), from ends of the second sides adjoining the first 
sides toward a portion of the second sides between the ends of 
the second sides (Fig. 1; focusing coils FC curve outward ) ; and 
wherein the wound line is a hexagon (Fig. 1) . 
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With respect to Claim 40, the at least one of the focus 
coil FC and the track coil TC having the wound line shape 
includes at least the focus coil FC (Figs. 1 and 2; focusing 
coil FC bulging outward in the diameter direction) . 

5. Claims 27 and 42 have limitations similar to those treated 
in the above rejection, and are met by the references as 
discussed above. Claim 27 however also recites the following 
limitation which are also taught by the prior art of Kaaden: 
an optical pickup and a lens member L (Figs. 1 and 2) . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 18, 21-26, 29-34, 36, 38, 41 and 43 are allowable 
over the prior art. 

7. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: 

As in claims 18, 24, 26, 32 and 34, the prior art of record 
fails to teach or fairly suggest that an actuator having the 
following feature: 

at least part of the track coil is in a position closer to 
the optical axis of the lens member than the outermost end 
portion of the lens member. 

As in claims 21 and 29, the prior art of record fails to 
teach or fairly suggest that an actuator having the following 
feature : 

at least part of the track coil is in a position closer to 
the optical axis of the lens member than the outermost end 
portion of the lens member. 

As in claim 23 and 31 the prior art of record fails to 
teach or fairly suggest that an actuator for an optical pickup 
having a holding portion that holds a peripheral portion of the 
lens member, and the holding portion having an outermost 
diameter smaller than the outermost peripheral edge of the lens 
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member, an opening portion diametrically inside of said holding 
portion forming an optical path about the optical axis of the 
lens member. 

The features indicated above, in combination with the other 
elements of the claims, are not anticipated by, nor made obvious 
over, the prior art of record. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communication from the examiner should be directed to Kim CHU 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-7585 between 9:30 am to 6:00 
pm, Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Hoa Nguyen, can be 
reached on (571) 272-7579. 

The fax number for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished application is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http : / /pair-direct . uspto . gov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9191 (toll free) . 



/Kim-Kwok CHU/ 
Examiner AU2627 
May 6, 2009 
(571) 272-7585 
/HOA T NGUYEN/ 



Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



